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DISCLAIMER: This document broadly discusses—in question-and-answer format—the laws and
procedures governing licenses to carry concealed weapons in Wisconsin. Every effort has been made to
be as accurate as possible. However, this document does not constitute either an informal or formal
opinion of the Wisconsin Attorney General, does not constitute legal advice or guidance and does not
create an attorney-client relationship. And it creates no rights beyond those established under the
constitutions, statutes, regulations and administrative rules of the United States and the State of Wisconsin.
Nor does it attempt to provide answers to every question that may arise regarding carrying concealed
weapons. Many factors may affect your decision whether to apply for a license to carry concealed
weapons in Wisconsin. You should review the statutes governing CCW and consult a private attorney for
specific information and advice. This document also only reflects the law as of the date of its publication
and may be superseded or affected by other versions or changes in the law.

Wisconsin Act 35: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/2011/data/acts/11Act35.pdf
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EFFECTIVE DATE
When does Wisconsin's carrying concealed law become effective?

Wisconsin Act 35 was signed into law on July 8, 2011, and published on July 22, 2011. However,
the provisions regarding CCW licenses do not take effect until November 1, 2011.

Wisconsin Act 35: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/2011/data/acts/11Act35.pdf

Can | legally carry a concealed weapon before that date?
No.
When can | start carrying a concealed weapon?

Once you have received a CCW license. The application process begins November 1,
2011.

DOJ is required to establish, by rule, a list of states that issue CCW licenses or permits
that either requires or designates that the holder of the license or permit chose to submit
to a background check that is comparable to the check conducted under Wisconsin law.
Wis. Stat. § 165.25(12). A person who possesses a CCW license or permit from one of
the states designated by DOJ may carry concealed in Wisconsin. Wis. Stat.
§ 15.60((1)(f) and (2g)(a). Such a person may begin carrying concealed as soon as DOJ
lists the state by rule but no earlier than the effective date of the law of November 1,
2011.

Out-of-state CCW licenses issued to Wisconsin residents are not valid in Wisconsin. All
Wisconsin residents must obtain a Wisconsin CCW license in order to carry concealed in
Wisconsin.

CARRYING CONCEALED WEAPON LICENSE PROCESS AND REQUIREMENTS
A. Eligibility for a CCW license
Who is eligible to apply for a CCW license?
In order to obtain a CCW license, the applicant must:

e Be 21 years of age or older.

¢ Not be prohibited from possessing a firearm under state or federal law.

¢ Not have been ordered as a condition of bail or release in a criminal case
from possessing a dangerous weapon.

e Be a Wisconsin resident.

e Have provided proof of the firearms training required for a license.
(see Training Requirement below)

Wis. Stat. § 175.60(3)(a) through (g).
Who cannot get a CCW license?
e A person under 21 years of age. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(3)(a).

e A person who is prohibited from possessing a firearm under state or federal
law. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(3)(b) and (c).
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A person who has been ordered as a condition of bail or release in a criminal
case from possessing a dangerous weapon. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(3)(d) and
(e).

A person who is not a Wisconsin resident. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(3)(f).

A person who has not provided proof of the training required for the issuance
of a license. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(3)(g).

Who is prohibited from possessing a firearm under state and federal law?

Under state law the following persons are prohibited from possessing a
firearm: Wis. Stat. § 941.29.

In addition to persons a court has ordered as a condition of release on bail to be
prohibited from possessing a dangerous weapon (see above), a person is
prohibited under 88 941.29(1) and (2) from possessing a firearm if any of the
following apply:

1.

The person has been convicted of a felony in Wisconsin. Wis. Stat.
§941.29(1)(a). Unless the person has been pardoned of the felony and has
been expressly authorized to possess a firearm under 18 USC app. 1203; or
has been relieved of disabilities under 18 USC 925(c). Wis. Stat.
§ 941.29(5).

The person has been convicted of a crime elsewhere that would be a
felony if convicted in Wisconsin. Wis. Stat. 8§ 941.29(1)(b). Unless the
person has been pardoned of the felony and has been expressly authorized
to possess a firearm under 18 USC app. 1203; or has been relieved of
disabilities under 18 USC 925(c). Wis. Stat. § 941.29(5).

The person was adjudicated delinquent for an act committed on or after
April 21, 1994, that if committed by an adult in this state would be a
felony. Wis. Stat. § 941.29(1)(bm). Unless a court subsequently determines
that the person is not likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety.
Wis. Stat. § 941.29(8).)

The person was found not guilty of a felony in Wisconsin by reason of
mental disease or defect. Wis. Stat §941.29(1)(c). Unless, a court
subsequently determines that: 1) the person is no longer insane or no longer
has a mental disease, defect or illness, AND 2) the person is not likely to act
in a manner dangerous to public safety. Wis. Stat. § 941.29(7).

The person was found not guilty or not responsible for a crime
elsewhere that would be a felony in this state by reason of insanity or
mental illness, disease or defect. Wis. Stat. § 941.29(1)(d). Unless, a
court subsequently determines that: 1) the person is no longer insane or no
longer has a mental disease, defect or illness, AND 2) the person is not
likely to act in a manner dangerous to public safety. Wis. Stat. § 941.29(7).

The person has been committed to treatment under s. 51.20(13)(a) and
ordered not to possess a firearm under §51.20(13(cv)1. Wis. Stat.
§941.29(1)(e). Unless the prohibition has been cancelled. Wis. Stat.
§941.20(9)(a).)

The person has been ordered not to possess a firearm under any of
88 51.20(13)(cv)1, 51.45(13)(i)1, 54.10(3)(f)1, or 55.12(10)(a) (mental
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health commitments). Wis. Stat. § 941.20(1)(em). Unless the court order
has been cancelled. Wis. Stat. § 941.20(9b).

8. The person is enjoined under an injunction issued under § 813.12 or
813.122 (harassment or domestic abuse) or under a tribal injunction, as
defined in § 813.12(1)(e), issued by a court established by any federally
recognized Wisconsin Indian tribe or band, except the Menominee Indian
tribe of Wisconsin, that includes notice to the respondent that he or she is
subject to the requirements and penalties under § 941.29 and that has been
filed under § 806.247(3). Wis. Stat. 8 941.29(1)(f). Unless the person is a
peace officer and the person possesses a firearm while in the line of duty or,
if required to do so as a condition of employment, while off duty; OR, 2) the
person is a member of the U.S. armed forces or national guard and the
person possesses a firearm while in the line of duty. Wis. Stat. § 941.29(10).

(Note — the prohibition against firearm possession under this subsection does
not apply to any correctional officer employed before May 1, 1982, who is
required to possess a firearm as a condition of employment. This exemption
applies if the officer is eligible to possess a firearm under any federal law and
applies while the officer is acting in an official capacity. Wis. Stat.
§ 941.29(6).

Under federal law the following persons are prohibited from possessing a
firearm that has been shipped or transported in interstate or foreign commerce,
or possess in or affecting commerce, any firearm or ammunition; or to receive
any firearm or ammunition which has been shipped or transported in interstate or
foreign commerce. 18 USC Ch. 44 § 922(g)(1)-(9).

1 A person who has been convicted in any court of, a crime punishable by
imprisonment for a term exceeding one year;

2. A person who is a fugitive from justice;

3. A person who is an unlawful user of or addicted to any controlled
substance (as defined in section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. 802));

4. A person who has been adjudicated as a mental defective or who has
been committed to a mental institution;

5. A person who, being an alien—
(A) isillegally or unlawfully in the United States; or
(B) except as provided in subsection 18 USC 44 § 922(y)(2), has been
admitted to the United States under a nonimmigrant visa (as that
term is defined in section 101(a)(26) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 (a)(26));

6. A person who has been discharged from the Armed Forces under
dishonorable conditions;

7. A person who, having been a citizen of the United States, has renounced
his or her citizenship;

8. A person who is subject to a court order that—
(A) was issued after a hearing of which such person received actual notice,
and at which such person had an opportunity to participate;
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(B) restrains such person from harassing, stalking, or threatening an
intimate partner of such person or child of such intimate partner or
person, or engaging in other conduct that would place an intimate
partner in reasonable fear of bodily injury to the partner or child;
and

(C) () includes a finding that such person represents a credible threat to

the physical safety of such intimate partner or child; or

(i) by its terms explicitly prohibits the use, attempted use, or threatened
use of physical force against such intimate partner or child that would
reasonably be expected to cause bodily injury; or

9. A person who has been convicted in any court of a misdemeanor crime
of domestic violence.

Application and general requirements

When can | apply for a CCW license?

When the law becomes effective on November 1, 2011.

Where can | apply for a CCW license?

License applications will be available from and are to be submitted to the
Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ). Wis. Stat. § 175.60(7). DOJ is currently
developing license applications and intends to have those applications available
on the DOJ Website on or about November 1, 2011. Additional details regarding
the process will be provided on the DOJ website in the near future as rules are
developed and published.

How do | apply for a CCW license?

An individual may apply for a license by submitting, by mail, a completed
application form, a statement that the information submitted in or with the
application is true and complete to the best of his or her knowledge, a license fee
in an amount determined by DOJ but which may not exceed $37, and a $13 fee
for a background check. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(7).

Where can | get a copy of the application form?

DOJ shall make the forms available on the Internet and, upon request, by mail.
Wis. Stat. § 175.60(5)(b).

Can | send in my application today or anytime before November 1?

No. All applications must be made on the form that is provided by DOJ. This
form is still being developed. Moreover, applicants will need to receive training
that meets the statutory requirements as specified in rules that are currently
being promulgated. Finally, DOJ may not process applications before November
1 because when it performs background checks, it must have access to up-to-
date criminal history information.

What is required to apply for a license?

All of the following:

1. A completed application form. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(7)(a).
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A statement that the information provided in the application and any
document submitted with the application is true and complete to the best of
the applicant’'s knowledge. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(7)(b).

A license fee in an amount to be determined by DOJ, but not to exceed $37.
Wis. Stat. § 175.60(7)(c).

A fee for a background check. Currently, that fee is $13. Wis. Stat.
§ 175.60(7)(d)

Proof of training. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(7)(e).

What personal information is required in an application?

Name, address, date of birth, state identification card number, race, sex, height,
and eye color. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(2m) (b).

What information is contained on the application?

The forms shall require the applicant to provide only his or her name, address,
date of birth, state identification card number, race, sex, height, and eye color
and shall include all of the following:

1.

2.

A statement regarding when the applicant is ineligible for a license.

A statement explaining self-defense and defense of others under s. 939.48,
with a place for the applicant to sign his or her name to indicate that he or
she has read and understands the statement.

A statement, with a place for the applicant to sign his or her name, to indicate
that the applicant has read and understands the requirements of this section.

A statement that an applicant may be prosecuted if he or she intentionally
gives a false answer to any question on the application or intentionally
submits a falsified document with the application.

A statement of the penalties for intentionally giving a false answer to any
guestion on the application or intentionally submitting a falsified document
with the application.

A statement of the places where a licensee is prohibited from carrying a
weapon, as well as a place for the applicant to sign his or her name to
indicate that he or she has read and understands the statement.

Wis. Stat. § 175.60(5)(a).

Applicants will also be asked to answer a series of questions relating to their
eligibility to possess firearms under state and federal law, residency and training.

Are applicants subject to a background check?

Yes. A background check will be conducted to determine whether the applicant
is prohibited from possessing a firearm. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(99).
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How much does it cost to apply?

A maximum of $50: up to $37 is to cover the application process and $13 is for a
criminal background check fee. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(7)(c) and (d).

What happens if a check used to pay for the CCW license is returned for insufficient
funds?

If a license has not yet been issued the application will be deemed incomplete. If
the license has been issued it will be cancelled. Wis. Stat. § 20.905(2).

How long will it take to get a CCW license after | submit an application?

For completed applications received between November 1 and December 1,
2011, DOJ shall issue or deny as soon as practicable and no longer than 45 days
after receiving an application. Wis. Act 35, § 100(2).

After December 1, 2011, DOJ must either issue a license or deny the license
application within 21 days of receiving the completed application. Wis. Stat.
§ 175.60(9)(b).

The above time limits do not apply to incomplete applications.
What information is contained on a license?

Full name

Date of birth

Residence address

Physical description including sex, height, and eye color.

Date of issuance of the license

Date of expiration of the license

The name of this state

A unique identification number

A statement of the requirement to inform DOJ of any change of address
within 30 days after moving and the penalty for a violation.

Wis. Stat. § 175.60(2m)(b).
How long is a license good for?

Five (5) years from the date on which it was issued, unless the license is
suspended or revoked. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(15)(a).

What happens if my license is lost or destroyed?

If a license document is lost, a licensee no longer has possession of his or her
license, or a license document is destroyed, unreadable, or unusable, a licensee
may submit to the department a statement requesting a replacement license
document, the license document or any portions of the license document if
available, and a $12 replacement fee. The department shall issue a replacement
license document to the licensee within 14 days of receiving the statement and
fee. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(13).
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What if | currently have a license or permit as a private detective or private security
business?

Under current law a person employed by a private detective agency or private
security firm may possess dangerous weapons if in compliance with rules
established by the Department of Regulation and Licensing. That law remains
the same but the law now requires that the rules shall allow concealed carry for
public agency law enforcement officers, qualified out-of-state law enforcement
officers, a former law enforcement officer under certain circumstances, and a
CCW licensee and out-of-state licensee. Wis. Stat. § 440.26(3m)(a)-(d).
Therefore, a person employed by a private detective agency or private security
firm may carry concealed if they have a CCW license or are qualified current or
former law enforcement officers.

The firearms training course required of employees of private detectives or
private security companies meets the training requirement necessary to obtain a
CCW license. Wis. Stat. 8 175.60(4)(a)(d).

Training requirement
What kind of training is required to get a license?

In an application for a license, an individual must include proof of having received
firearm training. The proof of training requirement may be met by any of the
following:

A copy of a document, or an affidavit from an instructor or organization
that conducted the course or program, that indicates that the individual
completed any of the following (but see note below):

= The hunter education program established by the Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) or a substantially similar program that is established by
another state, country, or province and that is recognized by DNR.

e A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a national or state
organization that certifies firearms instructors.

e A firearms safety or training course that is available to the public and is
offered by a law enforcement agency

e A firearms safety or training course that is taught by an instructor who is
certified by a national or state organization that certifies firearms instructors
or by an instructor certified by DOJ, and that is available to the public and
offered by any of the following: a technical college, a college or university, a
private or public institution or organization, or a firearms training school.

e A firearms safety or training course that is offered to law enforcement officers
or to owners and employees of licensed private detective and security
agencies.

o A firearms safety or training course that is conducted by a firearms instructor
who is certified by a national or state organization that certifies firearms
instructors or who is certified by DOJ.

Documentation that the individual completed military, law enforcement, or
security training that gave the individual experience with firearms that is
substantially equivalent to a course or program described above.

A current or expired license, or a photocopy of a current or expired license, that
the individual holds or has held that indicates that the individual is licensed or has
been licensed to carry a firearm in this state or in another state or in a county or
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municipality of this state or of another state unless the license has been revoked
for cause.

Documentation of completion of small arms training while serving in the U.S.
armed forces as demonstrated by an honorable discharge or general discharge
under honorable conditions or a certificate of completion of basic training with a
service record of successful completion of small arms training and certification.

Wis. Stat. § 175.60(4)(a).

IMPORTANT NOTE: DOJ is currently in the rule-making process and is evaluating
what information will be required on the certificate to substantiate proof of
training. We will not have specifics until the rule-making process is complete.

Is it unlawful for firearms instructors to provide false information?

Yes. A firearms instructor who intentionally submits false documentation
indicating that a person has met the CCW training requirements is guilty of a
crime and may be prosecuted under Wis. Stat. § 946.32 (false swearing). Wis.
Stat. § 175.60(17)(c).

Does a trainer have any legal liability or responsibility for the conduct of persons provided
training?

Under the statute a person providing training in good faith is immune from liability
arising from any act or omission related to the course if the course is one listed
under the statute. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(21)(d); Wis. Stat. § 175.49(6).

However, there may be circumstances where such liability may exist and a
discussion of such situations is beyond the scope of this brief legal summary.

Does DOJ certify instructors?

DOJ will only be certifying law enforcement officers as instructors. It will not be
certifying civilian instructors.

Those persons certified by DOJ must also comply with the DOJ approved
training program.

Does DOJ provide training for instructors or students?

No. While DOJ may certify instructors and develop a suggested curriculum, it will
not directly provide training.

Does DOJ have a recommended firearms training course?

DOJ will develop a suggested concealed weapons training course to the extent
possible under its statutory authority. The program is not required for programs
not conducted by DOJ certified instructors.

Will an on-line training course satisfy the requirements to obtain a concealed carry
permit?

The Department of Justice is aware that some vendors and others have made
public statements that on-line courses and other types of training will satisfy the
requirements of the law. We are currently studying that issue and will be
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promulgating administrative rules that will address the type and manner of
training that will be sufficient. We anticipate that those rules will be in place prior
to November 1, 2011. It is expected that a variety of existing training programs
will be sufficient; however, until the rules are in place, no vendors can guarantee
that their training will qualify.

Emergency license

What if | believe | have an emergency need for a CCW license?
A person who believes they need a license immediately may petition a court in
the county where he or she resides for an emergency license. A court may issue
an emergency license if the court determines it is necessary to protect the person
from death or great bodily harm unless it knows that the person is ineligible for a
license. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(9r)(a).

How long is an emergency license valid?

An emergency license is only good for 30 days unless revoked by the court. Wis.
Stat. § 175.60(9r)(b).

The court shall revoke an emergency license if it determines that the person is
ineligible for a license. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(9r)(bm).

An emergency license is void if the person applies for a regular license and is
found ineligible to get a license. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(9r)(c).

If | am issued an emergency license, must | follow the same laws, rules and restrictions
as regular licensees?

Yes. Your "emergency" license does not give you a greater right to defend
yourself or others, nor are you exempted from the other laws and procedures
governing concealed carry during the 30-day term of your license.

Change of address

What happens if | move after | get a CCW license?

The law requires a licensee to notify DOJ of a new address within 30 days of
changing his or her address. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(11)(b)1.

Former law enforcement officers

Is there a different procedure to get a CCW license for a former state or federal law
enforcement officer?

Yes. However, such former officers may also obtain a regular CCW license.
See: LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

Appeal of license denial

What are my rights if my license application is denied?

If DOJ denies a completed application, DOJ must inform the applicant in writing,
stating the reason and factual basis for the denial. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(9)(b)2.
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This denial or approval must be completed within 45 days of completed
applications submitted between November 1, 2011, and December 1, 2011, and
within 21 days for completed applications submitted on or after December 1,
2011. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(9)(b); Wis. Act 35, § 100(2). These time limits do
not apply to incomplete applications.

DOJ will promulgate rules that provide for the administrative review of any action
by DOJ that denies a license application or suspends or revokes a license. Wis.
Stat. § 175.60(149).

A person whose license has been denied, suspended, or revoked by DOJ may
also appeal directly to the circuit court of the county in which the individual
resides. Wis. Stat. § 175.60(14m)(a) and (b).

A court appeal must be initiated by filing a petition for review within 30 days of
receiving notice of the denial, revocation or suspension. Wis. Stat.
§ 175.60(14m)(b).

Penalties for false information

What if someone provides false information on a CCW license application?
Wis. Stat. 88 175.60(7)(b) and 15(b)2 require applicants to state that the
information the applicant is submitting is true and complete to the best of his or

her knowledge.

Wis. Stat. § 946.32 makes it a crime to make a false statement under oath or
affirmation which the person does not believe is true.

Is it unlawful for firearms instructors to provide false information?
Yes. A firearms instructor who intentionally submits false documentation
indicating that a person has met the CCW training requirements is guilty of a
crime and may be prosecuted under Wis. Stat. § 946.32 (false swearing). Wis.
Stat. 8 175.60(17)(c).

Updates on license qualification

Is information on eligibility to have a CCW license updated?
Yes. Clerks of court are required to notify DOJ of felony convictions and other
bases for license disqualification. DOJ will check that information with the list of
CCW licensees and, if applicable, either revoke or suspend the license. Wis.
Stat. § 175.60(11).
A person who becomes disqualified from possessing a firearm may be
prosecuted for such conduct regardless of whether their CCW license has been
suspended or revoked.

Reciprocity with other states

Does a Wisconsin license allow me to carry concealed in another state?
Maybe. Whether another state will recognize a Wisconsin CCW license is

governed by the law of the other state. If the statutes of another state recognize
Wisconsin CCW licenses, then a Wisconsin CCW license holder may carry in
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that state. In addition, DOJ “may enter into reciprocity agreements with other
states as to matters relating to licenses or other authorization to carry concealed
weapons.” Wis. Stat. § 175.60(18). If such agreements are created, then a
Wisconsin CCW licensee holder may carry in that state. Until and unless that
occurs, a Wisconsin CCW licensee should contact the particular state where they
wish to carry concealed for information on the laws of that state.

Applicability of federal law

Does a Wisconsin CCW license allow me to possess or carry firearms or dangerous
weapons on the land and buildings of the US government?

No. Federal law applies to US Government land and property and a Wisconsin
CCW license does not necessarily authorize CCW on federal government

property.

As of February 22, 2010, it became legal for persons to carry firearms in any unit
of the National Park System or the National Wildlife Refuge System IF:

(1) the individual is not otherwise prohibited by law from possessing the
firearm; and

(2) the possession of the firearm is in compliance with the law of the
State in which the unit of the National Park System or the National
Wildlife Refuge System is located.

16 USC § la-7b.

However, federal law also prohibits firearms in certain facilities in parks and
Wildlife refuges (such as visitor centers, government offices, etc.). The law also
does not allow the concealed carry of other weapons.

The possession of firearms and other weapons is also prohibited or restricted at
other federal government property. Persons wishing to possess firearms on
federal land or buildings should check with the appropriate federal agency
authority for the applicable law.

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

A.

Current Wisconsin Law enforcement officers

Has anything changed regarding the ability of current Wisconsin law enforcement officers
carrying concealed weapons?

No. The CCW statute still exempts law enforcement officers (peace officers)
from any prohibition on carrying concealed weapons. However, the definition of
a peace officer for this purpose does not include a commission warden who is
not state certified. Wis. Stat. §941.23(2)(a).

Wisconsin Public Agency employees

Are employees of other state agencies allowed to carry concealed weapons?

Employees of other state agencies allowed to carry concealed weapons only if
they fall within the definition of public agency law enforcement officers. A person
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employed by a public agency in Wisconsin as a law enforcement officer can carry
a concealed handgun in a state park, state fish hatchery, and wildlife refuge if:

e The agency authorized the person to carry a weapon.

e The person is not subject to any disciplinary action by the agency
that could result in the suspension or loss of the person's law
enforcement authority.

e The person meets all standards established by the agency to qualify
the person on a regular basis to use a firearm.

e The person is not prohibited from possessing a firearm under federal
law.

Wis. Stat § 29.089(2)(a), 29.091(2)(a), 29.621(4)(a).

Are there other limits on possession by a public agency employee?
Yes. A public agency employee who is allowed to carry a concealed firearm may
not carry a machinegun, a destructive device as defined under federal law, a
firearm silencer, or carry while under the influence of an intoxicant. Wis. Stat
§29.089(2)(a), 29.621(4)(a) and 941.23(2)(b)1 to 3.

Qualified active duty out-of-state law enforcement officers

May law enforcement officers from another state carry concealed weapons in Wisconsin?
Yes, if they meet certain criteria. The law provides that a qualified out-of-state
law enforcement officer can carry concealed in Wisconsin if they meet certain
criteria and follow statutory restrictions. Wis. Stat. § 941.23(2)(b).

Who is considered a qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer?

A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer is defined as someone who
meets all of the following criteria:

1. Is employed by a state or local government agency in another state.

2. The agency has authorized the person to carry a firearm.

3. The person is not the subject of any disciplinary action by the agency that
could result in the suspension or loss of the person’s law enforcement

authority.

4. The person meets all standards established by the agency to qualify the
person on a regular basis to use a firearm.

Wis. Stat. § 941.23(1)(qg).

What limits are there on possession by out-of-state law enforcement officers?
A qualified out-of-state law enforcement officer cannot:
1. Carry concealed a machinegun.

2. Carry concealed a destructive device as defined under 18 USC 921(a)(4).
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3. Carry a firearm silencer.

4. Carry while under the influence of an intoxicant.

5. Carry a concealed weapon other than a firearm.

Wis. Stat. § 941.23(2)(b).

Former law enforcement officers

Is there a different procedure to get a CCW license for a former Wisconsin law
enforcement officer,
enforcement officer?

former out-of-state law enforcement officer, or federal law

A former state, out-of-state, or federal law enforcement officer may obtain a CCW
license through the general licensing process described above, but if the former
officer chooses, he or she may instead (or also) request his or her former law
enforcement employer to issue a photo ID card and/or certification card which
would permit the former officer to carry a concealed weapon.

1. Former Wisconsin law enforcement officers

Can a former Wisconsin law enforcement officer carry a concealed weapon?

A former Wisconsin law enforcement officer may obtain a regular CCW
license and may carry concealed pursuant to such a license.

In addition, if a former Wisconsin law enforcement officer does not
possess a regular CCW license, that former officer still can carry
concealed if:

OR

a)

b)

the former officer possesses a photo ID issued by the law
enforcement agency from which the former officer separated
from service and the ID indicates that within the past 12 months
preceding the date of possession the former officer has been
tested or found by the law enforcement agency to meet the
standards for qualification in firearms training that the agency
sets for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the
same type as the firearm the former officer is carrying. Wis. Stat.
§ 941.23(2)(c)1 and 941.23(3)(b)1.

the former officer possesses a photo ID card issued by the law
enforcement agency from which the former officer separated
AND a certification card issued under s. 175.49(2). Wis. Stat.
§ 941.23(2)(c)1a and 941.23(3)(b).

Who is considered a former law enforcement officer?

A former law enforcement officer is a person who separated from service
as a law enforcement officer at a state or local law enforcement agency
in Wisconsin. Wis. Stat. 8 175.49(1)(e).

A law enforcement agency means an agency that consists of one or
more persons employed by the state or a political subdivision of a state
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that has as its purposes the prevention and detection of crime and the
enforcement of laws or ordinances, and that is authorized to make
arrests for crimes. Wis. Stat. 8 175.49(1)(f).

"Law enforcement officer" means a person who is employed by a law
enforcement agency for the purpose of engaging in, or supervising
others engaging in, the prevention, detection, investigation, or
prosecution of, or the incarceration of any person for, any violation of law
and who has statutory powers of arrest. Wis. Stat. 8§ 175.49(1)(g).

How does a former law enforcement officer obtain a CCW certification card?

The former officer may request, at his or her expense, that a law
enforcement agency that employed the former law enforcement officer
(except as otherwise provided) issue the former law enforcement officer
a certification card. Wis. Stat. § 175.49(2)(a).

The law enforcement agency shall issue the certification card unless
certain statutory disqualifiers exist. Wis. Stat. 8§ 175.49(2)(b).

What would prevent a former law enforcement officer from receiving a CCW
certification card?

The law enforcement agency may not issue the former law enforcement
officer a certification card under [Wis. Stat. § 175.49(2)(a)], unless the
law enforcement agency first verifies all of the following:

1. The former law enforcement officer separated from service as a
law enforcement officer with the law enforcement agency in good
standing.

2. The former law enforcement officer served as a law enforcement
officer for an aggregate of at least 10 years or the former law
enforcement officer separated from law enforcement service
due to a service-connected disability, as determined by the law
enforcement agency, after completing any applicable
probationary period.

3. The former officer has not been found by a qualified medical
professional employed by the law enforcement agency to be
unqualified to be a law enforcement officer for reasons related
to the former officer's mental health and the former law
enforcement officer has not entered into an agreement with the law
enforcement agency from which he or she separated from service in
which the former officer acknowledges that he or she is not qualified
to be a law enforcement officer for reasons related to his or her
mental health and in which he or she declines the photographic
identification for that reason.

4. The former law enforcement officer is not prohibited under federal
law from possessing a firearm as indicated by a search of the
transaction information for management of enforcement system and
the national criminal background check system.

5. The former law enforcement officer has, during the previous 12
months at his or her own expense, been found to meet the
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standards established by the state for qualification in firearms
training for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of
the type listed under the certification. If the state does not establish
such a standard then the applicable standard is that established for
the same purpose by the law enforcement agency from which the
former law enforcement officer separated from service.

The finding of qualification must be made either by the state or by a
certified firearms instructor who is qualified to conduct a firearms
gualification test for active law enforcement officers in this state.

Wis. Stat. § 175.49(2)(b).
What does the certification state?

1. The type of firearm the former law enforcement officer is certified to
carry, but no former law enforcement officer may be certified to carry
a machine gun, a firearm silencer, or a destructive device.

2. The former law enforcement officer has been found by the state, or
by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is qualified to
conduct a firearms qualification test for active law enforcement
officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualification in firearms
training for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the
type that are established by the state or, if the state does not
establish standards, by the law enforcement agency from which the
former law enforcement officer separated.

3. The date on which the firearms training qualification was made and
an expiration date that is 12 months later than that date.

4. That, due to the firearms training the former law enforcement officer
is qualified to carry a concealed firearm.

Wis. Stat. § 175.49(2)(a).
Former federal law enforcement officers
Who is considered a former federal law enforcement officer?

A "Former federal law enforcement officer” means a person who
separated from service as a law enforcement officer at a federal law
enforcement agency and who resides in Wisconsin. Wis. Stat.
§ 175.49(1)(d).

A law enforcement agency means an agency that consists of one or
more persons employed by the federal government, including any
agency described under 18 USC 926C (e) (2), that has as its purposes
the prevention and detection of crime and the enforcement of laws or
ordinances, and that is authorized to make arrests for crimes. Wis. Stat.
§ 175.49(1)().

"Law enforcement officer" means a person who is employed by a law

enforcement agency for the purpose of engaging in, or supervising
others engaging in, the prevention, detection, investigation, or
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prosecution of, or the incarceration of any person for, any violation of law
and who has statutory powers of arrest. Wis. Stat. § 175.49(1)(g).

How does a former federal law enforcement officer obtain a CCW certification?

A former federal law enforcement officer may obtain a regular Wisconsin
CCW license and may carry concealed pursuant to such a license.

In addition, if a former federal law enforcement officer does not possess
a regular CCW license, that former officer still can carry concealed if he
or she has requested and obtained, at his or her expense, a certification
card from Wisconsin DOJ. Wis. Stat. § 175.49(3)(a).

Wisconsin DOJ may issue the certification card unless certain statutory
disqualifiers exist. Wis. Stat. § 175.49(3)(a).

What would prevent a former federal law enforcement officer from receiving a
CCW certification card?

Wisconsin DOJ may not issue the former federal law enforcement officer
a certification card unless it first verifies all of the following:

1.

3a.

3b.

The former federal law enforcement officer separated from service
as a law enforcement officer with the law enforcement agency in
good standing.

The former federal law enforcement officer served as a law
enforcement officer for an aggregate of at least 10 years or the
former federal law enforcement officer separated from law
enforcement service due to a service-connected disability, as
determined by the law enforcement agency from which the former
federal law enforcement officer separated, after completing any
applicable probationary period.

A qualified medical professional employed by the law enforcement
agency from which the former federal law enforcement officer
separated has not found the former federal law enforcement officer
to be unqualified to be a law enforcement officer for reasons related
to the former officer's mental health.

The former federal law enforcement officer has not entered into an
agreement with the law enforcement agency from which he or she
separated from service in which the former officer acknowledges that
he or she is not qualified to be a law enforcement officer for reasons
related to his or her mental health.

The former federal law enforcement officer is not prohibited under
federal law from possessing a firearm as indicated by a search of the
transaction information for management of enforcement system and
the national criminal background check system.

The former federal law enforcement officer has, during the previous
12 months at his or her own expense, been found to meet the
standard established by the state for qualification in firearms training
for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of a type
described in the certification. If the state does not establish such a
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standard, then the applicable standard is that established for the
same purpose by any law enforcement agency in this state. The
finding of qualification must be made either by the state or by
acertified firearms instructor who is qualified to conduct a firearms
qualification test for active law enforcement officers in this state.

Wis. Stat. § 175.49(3)(b).
What does the certification state?

1. The type of firearm the former law enforcement officer is certified to
carry, but no former federal law enforcement officer may be certified
to carry a machine gun, a firearm silencer, or a destructive device.

2. The former law enforcement officer has been found by the state, or
by a certified firearms instructor if such an instructor is qualified to
conduct a firearms qualification test for active law enforcement
officers in the state, to meet the standards for qualification in firearms
training for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of the
type that are established by the state or, if the state does not
establish standards, by any law enforcement agency in the state.

3. The date on which the firearms training qualification was made and
an expiration date that is 12 months later than that date.

4. That due to the firearms training the former law enforcement officer
is qualified to carry a concealed firearm.

Wis. Stat. § 175.49(2)(a) (state officers) and (3)(a) (federal officers).
Former out-of-state law enforcement officers
Can a former out-of-state law enforcement carry concealed?

Yes, if certain criteria are met. Wis. Stat. § 941.23(2)(c).
What are the criteria to carry concealed?

(a) the individual possesses a photo ID issued by the law enforcement
agency from which the individual separated from service, indicating
that within the past 12 months preceding the date of possession the
individual was tested or found by the law enforcement agency to
meet the standards for qualification in firearms training that the
agency sets for active law enforcement officers to carry a firearm of
the same type as the firearm the former officer is carrying. Wis. Stat.
§ 941.23(2)(c)1 and 941.23(3)(b)1.

OR

(b) a photo ID card issued by the law enforcement agency from which
the former officer separated from service AND a certification card
issued by the state in which the former officer resides, if the former
officer resides in another state, that indicates that, within the 12
months preceding the date on which the former officer is carrying the
concealed firearm, the former officer has been found to meet the
standards established by his or her state of residence for
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qualification in firearms training for active law enforcement officers to
carry a firearm of the type the former officer is carrying. If the former
officer’s state of residence does not establish such a standard, then
the applicable standard is that established for the same purpose by
any law enforcement agency in the former officer's state of
residence. The finding of qualification must be made by the state in
which the former officer resides, or by a certified firearms instructor
who is qualified to conduct a firearms qualification test for active law
enforcement officers in that state. Wis. Stat. § 941.23(2)(c)1a and
941.23(3)(b)2.

Are there any limits on carrying concealed?

Yes. See Issues common to both former state, out-of-state, and
federal law enforcement officer certifications.

Issues common to both former state, out-of-state, and federal law
enforcement officer certifications.

Are there any limits on carrying concealed?

Yes. In order to lawfully carry the following criteria apply:

The former officer must possess the appropriate identification. Wis.
Stat. § 941.23(2)(c)1.

The weapon must be of the type described in the photo ID or
certification. Wis. Stat. § 941.23(2)(c)2.

Within the preceding 12 months the former officer must have met the
standards of the state where he or she resides for training and
qualification for active law enforcement officers to carry firearms.
Wis. Stat. § 941.23(2)(c)3.

The weapon is not a machine gun or destructive device. Wis. Stat.
§941.23(2)(c)4.

The former officer is not carrying a firearms silencer. Wis. Stat.
8§ 941.23(2)(c)5.

The former officer Is not under the influence of an intoxicant. Wis.
Stat. § 941.23(2)(c)6.

The former officer is not prohibited under federal law from
possessing a firearm. Wis. Stat. § 941.23(2)(c)7.

Does a photo ID or certification include weapons other than a firearm?

No. The photo ID or certification only allows the carrying of a concealed
firearm. Wis. Stat. 8 175.49(2)(a). In order to carry other weapons
concealed (electric weapon, knife or billy club)